T.G. PLANT ESTATE LABORERS SHOOT UP MOULTONBORO
(Boston Herald, August 5, 1911)
________
Mob of 60, Angered by Refusal of Fares to Boston, Terrorizes White Mountain Town.
________
SUMMER RESIDENTS RUN AWAY IN PANIC
________
Rioters March Two Miles Firing at One Another and Citizens – Gov. Bass Sends a Posse
Moultonboro, N.H. – Aug. 4 – After terrorizing the community for several hours tonight and causing many summer residents to flee to places of safety in fear of violence, 60 Italian laborers who had been engaged in construction work on the new summer estate of Thomas G. Plant, the Boston millionaire retired shoe manufacturer, were calmed tonight by the arrival of the high sheriff of Carroll county, Herbert Burke, of Madison with a posse of 70 men.
Rioters Lock up Foremen
The laborers had been improving a large tract that Mr. Plant had bought near Ossipee Park. Tonight they received pay for eight days’ service, but were not given fares back to Boston, which they demanded. The foremen were firm in their refusal to pay the fares, and then the foreigners broke all restraint. They locked the foremen in their shanties after beating them, then ran wild through the streets of the town.
They were armed with knives and pistols, which they turned upon one another. When the townspeople attempted to interfere, the laborers turned weapons upon them. They quickly drove the citizens to safety within doors. Summer residents fled their cottages by automobile and carriage and on foot, seeking shelter at farm houses and hotels on the outskirts as far from the scene of the rioting as they could get.
Farmers and shopkeepers in vein tried to curb the laborers. Every time a citizen appeared to argue with the men, they turned upon him, threated him with knives or pistols and drove him inside some house. They fought among themselves and bullets began to fly until panic reigned. The town constable and his assistant were powerless. The rioters were in an ugly mood and felt they had the situation in their own hands.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sheriff Speeds in Auto
The Selectmen telephoned to Governor Bass at Concord to send up a company of state militia. As it would have been difficult to have gathered the militiamen quickly enough, the Governor telephoned Herbert Burke at Madison, sheriff of Carroll County. Borrowing an automobile, the Sheriff sped for the scene, arousing his deputies and a posse en route. Seventy men came, armed mostly with hunting rifles, that are to be found in nearly every New Hampshire farm house.
Most of the summer cottages are tucked away in the woods and by lakeside in lonely places. They offer few chances for protection, so men, women, and children gathered up their valuable and fled. Darkness added to the terror of the scene, and pistol shots and angry cries of fighting men spurred the fugitives along in headlong haste.
When the laborers had finished their day’s work at the Plant estate and were paid off, they were marched down to Melvin Point where they were to embark upon the Mt. Washington, the lake Winnipesaukee steamer and cross to The Weirs, where they were to take a train to Boston. Upon their arrival at Melvin Point they learned that they were not to have their fares paid and they refused to go further. Then the marched back toward Moultonboro, locked up their foremen and created terror along the route discharging pistols during the two mile march.
