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Verse or Vignette 
Post-Visit Activity 
Grades/Level: Middle – High School (6+) 
Subjects: English  
Time Required: Variable 
 
 
Activity Overview 
Take inspiration from your visit to Castle in the Clouds to pen a poem or evocative description based on 
your experience. 
 
 
Learning Objectives 

 Youths will review common styles of poetry and descriptive writing. 
 Youths will create original poetry or prose, following the given writing process. 
 Youths will reproduce writing skills such as rhythm, rhyming, and descriptive vocabulary. 

 
 
 
Activity Steps 
 

1.)   Read “Lucknow” on the following pages, or use the QR  
code or link to hear a reading of the poem. 

 
https://youtu.be/WDtGFPJv9JM  

 
2.)   Reflect on Olive’s inspiration for writing this poem. What  

experiences and emotions does she explore in verse? 
  

3.)   Either, use the link or QR code at right to review the  
characteristics of different styles of poetry, 
 
https://www.literacyideas.com/latest/2018/3/1/7-poetry-
forms-every-teacher-should-be-teaching-and-why-they-
should-be-teaching-them  

 
4.)   Or, review the characteristics of short stories, flash fiction, and vignettes on  

the following pages. 
 

5.)   Choose a style of poetry or prose to emulate. 
 

6.)   Reflect on your visit to Castle in the Clouds, making note of memorable  
experiences. What did you do during your visit? What did you see, hear,  
smell, taste, and touch? What emotions did you feel and what were those  
emotions linked to? 
 

7.)   Use your reflections from the previous step as inspiration in drafting your  
own poem or vignette. 
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What Is the Difference Between a Vignette, a Short Story, and 
Flash Fiction? 

Vignettes are sometimes confused with short stories and flash fiction, but there 
is one major difference between them: Short stories and flash fiction are 
complete works, while a vignette is a smaller part of a story. Here are the 
defining characteristics of each: 

Short story: 

 A short literary work of (on average) 1,000 to 10,000 words. 
 A full narrative structured with a beginning, middle, and end. 
 Features a protagonist and a central conflict and progresses through time. 

Flash fiction: 

 A very short literary work that is usually less than 1,000 words. 
 Follows a story arc with a beginning, middle, and end. 
 Usually starts the story in the middle of the conflict or action. 
 Also referred to as “postcard fiction” or “micro-fiction.” 

Vignette: 

 Short scenes within a larger story that are usually under 1,000 words. 
 Designed to give more visual context to a character, place, or event. 
 Not bound to a narrative structure; rather, focuses on description. 
 Time doesn’t pass in a vignette; it describes a moment in time. 

 
 
From MasterClass.com 
https://www.masterclass.com/articles/what-is-a-vignette-in-literature-defining-the-
literary-device-plus-5-tips-on-writing-vignettes#what-is-a-vignette  


