
Investigate!  
When the restoration team removes modern wallpaper 
to look for an earlier wall covering, they sometimes find 
handwritten inscriptions and pencil drawings on the bare 
plaster wall underneath. Often, these are simply a carpenter’s 
measurements, but occasionally, odd symbols and words 
mystify the restoration team. Examine the photographs below 
and see if you can guess the meaning behind these wall 
inscriptions and drawings (see the backs for clues).  

Writing on the Wall


